NEW TESTAMENT GREEK 


LESSON I 


The Alphabet 


1. The Greek alphabet is as follows: 



Capital
 

Letters
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Name

Alpha

Beta

Gamma
Delta
Epsilon      
Zeta          
Eta            
Theta          
Iota           
Kappa       
Lambda     
Mu            
Nu            
Xi             
Omicron   
Pi                                        Rho                                  Sigma     
Tau          
Upsilon   
Phi          
Chi          
Psi           
Omega     
a as in father

b 
g as in got1
d

e as in get
dz

a as in late
th

i as in pit,  ee as in feet
k

l

m

n

x

o as in obey 

p

r

s

t

French u or German ü

ph

German ch in Ack
ps

o as in note 


1Before another g or k or c, g is pronounced like ng.

2At the beginning of a word r is written r`, rh.

3j is written at the end of a word, elsewhere s.

2. The student is advised to learn the small letters thoroughly, in connection with the first lesson, leaving the capital letters to be picked up later, as they occur. It should be observed that sentences are begun with small letters, not with capitals. Below the formation of the letters is practised guidance should be obtained from the teacher, since it is impracticable to copy exactly the printed form of the letters, and since bad habits of penmanship ought by all means to be avoided. For example, b and r should be formed without lifting the pen and by beginning at the bottom. In these matters the help of a teacher is indispensable. 

3. The Greek vowels are as follows 

Short 
a 
e 
o 
i
u

Long
a

h

w

i

u

It will be noted that a( i( and u can be either long or short. The long a and u are pronounced very much like the corresponding short letters, except that the sound is held longer; the short i is pronounced like i in pit and the long like ee in feet. 
e is always short, and h is the long of it; o is always short and w is the long of it. This clear distinction in appearance between the long and short e and o makes the matter of quantity very much easier in Greek than it is in Latin. 
i and u are called close vowels; and the others open vowels. 

4. A diphthong is a combination of two vowels in a single syllable. The second letter of a diphthong is always a close vowel. The first letter is always an open vowel except in the case of ui. The common diphthongs are as follows: 
ai, pronounced like ai in aisle 
ei, pronounced like a in fats (thus ei and h are pronounced alike) 
oi, pronounced like oi in oil 
au, pronounced like ow in cow 
eu, pronounced like oo in feud 
ou, pronounced like oo in food 
ui, pronounced like uee in queen 

   The diphthongs hu and wu (pronounced by drawing the sounds of each letter closely together) are rare. When i unites with long a( h or w to form one sound, the i is written under the other letter instead of after it, and is called iota subscript. Thus a|( w|( i|. This iota subscript has no effect whatever upon the pronunciation; a| being pronounced like long a, h| like h, w| like w. 

5. A vowel or diphthong at the beginning of a word always has a breathing. The breathing stands over a vowel; and in the case of a diphthong it stands over the second of the two component vowels. 
The rough breathing (‘) indicates that an h-sound is to be pronounced before the initial vowel or diphthong; the smooth breathing (’) indicates that no such h-sound is to be pronounced. Thus evn is to be pronounced en, and e`n is to be pronounced hen; ouv is to be pronounced oo, and ou`  is to be pronounced hoo. 

6. There are three accents, the acute (´), the circumflex (^), and the grave (`). These accents, like the breathings, stand over a vowel, and, in the case of a diphthong, over the second of the two component vowels. When a breathing and an accent stand over the same vowel, the breathing comes first, except in the case of the circumflex accent, which stands over the breathing. Thus oi;kou( oi=koj. The use of the accents will be studied in 1esson II. Here it should simply be observed that the stress in pronunciation is to he placed on the syllable that has nay one of the accents. 

7.                                                 Punctuation 
There are four marks of punctuation: the comma (,) and the period (.), both written on the line and corresponding to the comma and the period in English; the colon, which is a dot above the line (\), and takes the place of the English colon and semicolon; and the question-mark (;) which looks like an English semicolon. 

8.                                                  Exercise 
After learning to write the small letters of the alphabet and give the names of the letters in orders the student should practise pronouncing Greek words and sentences found anywhere in the book. Throughout the entire study, great care should be devoted to pronunciation, and the Greek sentences should always be read aloud both in the preparation of the lessons arid in the work of the classroom. In this way the language will be learned not only by the eye, but also by the ear and will be fixed much more firmly in the memory. The student should try to read the Greek sentences with expression, thinking of the meaning as he reads.

